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him non-violence is a matter not of intellectual conviction
but of intuitive faith. Nothing can, therefore, shake it.
About his followers he cannot say how far they will adhere
to it. But that does not worry him. He has to do ids duty
which he owes to them. The result he leaves to God. He
derives his Ahimsa from the Holy Quran. He is a devout
Musalman. During his stay with me for over a year I never
saw him miss his narnaz (prayers) or his Ramzan fast except
when he was ill. But his devotion to Islam does not mean
disrespect for other faiths. He has read the Gita. His reading
is slight but selective, and he immediately assimilates what
appeals to him. He lothes long argument and does not take
long to make up his mind. If he succeeds in his mission, it
would mean the solution of many another problem. But
the result, no one can predict. "The lot is cast into the lap,
but the whoie disposing thereof is of the Lord."

Sevagram, 16-7-'40 '

Harijan, 21-7-1940
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THE BEST FIELD FOR AHIMSA

Last week I wrote about three fields for the operation
of Ahimsa. I propose to invite attention today to the fourth
and the best field for the operation of non-violence. This
is the family field, in a wider sense than the ordinary.
Thus members of an institution should be regarded as a
family. Non-violence as between the members of such
families should be easy to practise. If that fails, it means
that we have not developed the capacity for pure non-
violence. For, the love we have to practise towards our
relatives or colleagues in our family or institution, we
have to practise towards our foes, dacoits, etc. If we fail
in one case, success in the other is a chimera.

We have generally assumed that, though it may not
be possible to exercise non-violence in the domestic field,
it is possible to do so in the political field. This has proved
a pure delusion. We have chosen to describe our methods